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PRACTICE AREAS                                     

◼ Intellectual Property
◼ Patent

EDUCATION                                     

◼ B.A., Queens College of New

York, 1982, Chemistry Honors
◼ Ph.D. in Chemistry, Notre

Dame University, 1988
◼ J.D., University of North

Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2005

BAR & COURT
ADMISSIONS                                     

◼ North Carolina, 2005
◼ U.S. Patent and Trademark

Office, 2000

Chris Knors advises companies and research institutions with complex legal issues
relating to obtaining, protecting, enforcing, and transferring intellectual property.  His
practice is focused on technologies that involve chemistry, materials, and polymers--
such as pharmaceuticals, agrochemicals, medical devices, glucose monitoring sensors,
semiconductors and their manufacturing processes, metals, glasses, and fibers. He has
extensive experience with small molecule compounds, compositions, and delivery
formulations.  His services include counseling on patent portfolio management and
strategy with issues that include patent validity, infringement, reexamination, design
around strategies, licensing, technology acquisitions, and collaborations.

Dr. Knors has performed intellectual property due diligence investigations for clients
seeking to acquire or market medical devices and early and late stage pharmaceutical
product candidates and has assisted clients with technology transfers in the
agrochemical, medical device, pharmaceutical, and chemical fields.

Dr. Knors’ doctoral research in organic/organometallic chemistry focused on
synthesizing, characterizing, and implementing novel organometallic compounds as
reagents for natural product synthesis.

OF NOTE                                                                                                                      

◼ Conducted due diligence investigations for a plant renovation project involving
proprietary fuel gas recycling, representing over one hundred million dollars of
investment capital.



◼ Conducted due diligence investigations for a joint development between two major
medical device manufacturers, representing over ten million dollars of investment
capital.

◼ Conducted due diligence investigations for generic pharmaceutical and medical
device clients seeking  pre-market approval.

◼ Prepared and obtained patent protection for an emerging pharmaceutical
company’s patent portfolio covering an enhanced solubility composition for a small
molecule drug

◼ Developed and implemented domestic and international patent portfolio patent
strategies for large multinational corporations, start-up chemical and medical
device companies, covering a range of technologies.

◼ Worked with in-house counsel and university technology transfer personnel on
licensing agreements, supply agreements, material transfer agreements,
inventorship issues, and trade secret matters.

◼ More than 15 years of R&D and management experience with IBM, Exxon, and
Becton Dickinson.

◼ Inventor or co-inventor on 21 US patents and more than 40 international patent
applications.

◼ Author or co-author of multiple journal articles in organic, inorganic, and
organometallic chemistry, material science and bioengineering disciplines.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS                                                                                                                      

◼ American Bar Association

◼ North Carolina Bar Association

◼ American Intellectual Property Law Association

◼ American Chemical Society
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