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Thank You for Your Good Work

Dear Colleagues,

As the chair of the Public Service Committee, I am pleased to share with you our annual 

report.  Throughout the report, you will see that Moore & Van Allen professionals are 

passionately committed to participating in pro bono work and community activities, be it 

through the bar, the firm and our non-profit partners, or their own initiative. While we cannot 

possibly capture all of the firm’s public service activities, we are excited to share a few of the 

inspirational stories from 2011.  

On behalf of the Public Service Committee, we appreciate the significant time and effort 

that our professionals have given to our community, and we look forward to meeting even 

greater community needs in the future. To all those who served in 2011, thank you for your 

commitment and for making a difference in the lives of so many people.

. 

George V. Hanna III 

Chair, Public Service Committee

ACCOLADES! 
Moore & Van Allen is proud to have received the  
following accolades from our community partners within 
the past year: 

} North Carolina Bar Association’s  
Large Firm Pro Bono Award 

} United Family Services Legal Representation  
Project’s Commitment to Justice Award



Books, Backpacks and Box Tops, Oh My!
Devonshire Elementary School has been a long-standing partner of 
Moore & Van Allen, and the firm was thrilled to have the opportunity 
to continue working with the school over the past year.  When first 
launched, the partnership focused solely on the Devonshire Reading 
Project, but has since expanded to the Devonshire Backpack and Box 
Tops programs as well. 

Every week Moore & Van Allen volunteer readers pay a visit to each of 
Devonshire’s third grade classrooms.  From Cloudy With a Chance of 
Meatballs to Mr. Popper’s Peguin’s, the literary options are endless once 
the volunteer readers step into the classrooms. The reading program is 
a great way to peak the students’ interest in reading, and the readers 
enjoy spending quality time with the petite scholars.  

“We value our incredible and long-standing relationship with 
Devonshire Elementary’s third grade,” said Jared Poplin, MVA attorney 
and reading program coordinator.  “It’s a terrific experience for our 
volunteers to work with such outstanding teachers and enthusiastic 
children.  In turn, we continue to find new and meaningful ways to 
expand our impact at Devonshire.”  

Last year Moore & Van Allen expanded its partnership with Devonshire 
Elementary by launching the Backpack Program.  The program, which 
works in conjunction with the Second Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina, 
provides needy children with nutritious, child-friendly food when other 
resources, such as school lunches and after-school meals or snacks, are 
not available at home.  On Thursday or Friday of each week, backpacks 
are discreetly distributed to students selected by the social workers at 
the school so that the students can take the food home. Moore & Van 
Allen supplied 28 backpacks on a weekly basis throughout the entire 
2011-2012 school year. 

Finance paralegal Tracie Solarte continues to lead the firm’s charge 
in its Devonshire Box Top Program.  This national program, in which 
Devonshire Elementary participates, gives educational institutions 
cash in exchange for collected box tops that display the Box Tops for 
Education logo.  MVA employees continue to donate their box tops in 
support of the Devonshire team. 

It is clear the Moore & Van Allen is crazy about Devonshire Elementary 
School, and why wouldn’t it be?  The outstanding teachers, staff 
members and students continue to welcome us with open arms and 
good books.  Keeping with tradition, the firm hosted a field trip for 
Devonshire’s third grade class to the Lazy 5 Ranch in Mooresville, NC at 
the close of the 2011-2012 school year.  The trip is always a great way to 
celebrate another great year with our friends at Devonshire.

Y O U R  G O O D  W O R K
                          M AT T E R S .

Thank you to the 2011-2012 
Devonshire Readers: 

Lesley Attkisson 

Kiel Bowen 

Char Dumas

Greg Faltin 

Rob Fisher

Meredith French

Deb Hanna

George Hanna

Michael Hebert 

Jimmy Heidenreich

Jill Huse 

Kelly Jones

Bob King

Wayne McKinzie

Ann McMillin

Patti Oswald

Winston Phillips 

Jared Poplin 

Emily Reynolds 

Omari Sealy 

Allyson Waldrop 

Shaun Wallace 

Bill White 
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Honor Roll

Pro Bono:
One hundred and seventy Moore & Van Allen professionals participated 

in pro bono work in 2011.  Those whose commitments went above and 

beyond are listed below.

Contributed 100 or more hours:

Chris Buchanan, John Fagg, Ana Flynn, Matthew Lincoln, Jim 

McLoughlin, Chris Tomlinson 

Contributed 50–99 hours:

Neil Bloomfield, Rob Fisher, Rick Freeman, Larry Gwaltney, George 

Hanna, Matthew Kain, Josh Lanning, Karin McGinnis, Chris Oates,  

Emily Reynolds, Robert Sumner, Mike Zeller 

Contributed 20–49 hours:

Tania Archer, Drake Brinkley, Cabell Clay, William Culpepper, Ed Embree, 

Steve Hope, Robb Jenkins, Jody Joyner, Rob Kenny, Jason Locklair, 

Peter McGrath, Renee Miller, Tom Myrick, Jessica Nelson, Randy Phillips, 

Ted Rast, Trudy Robertson, Frank Schall, Adam Smith, Sue Sprunger, 

Scott Syfert, Stacey Vandiford, Mindy Vervais, Henry Ward, Kimberly 

Zirkle 

Public Service:
Forty one Moore & Van Allen professionals participated in public service 

in 2011.  Those whose efforts went above and beyond are listed below.

Contributed 200 or more hours:

Dumont Clarke, Dan Clodfelter, Tony Lathrop 

Contributed 100–200 hours:

Tania Archer, Michael Coblin, Ed Embree, Ana Flynn, John Gilson, 

George Hanna, Ben Hawfield, Randy Phillips, Bill Zimmern

Contributed 50–99 hours:

Chris Buchanan, Mark Carpenter, Hillary Crabtree, Eugene Dauchert, 

Carolyn Meade, Rob Smith 

Contributed 20–49 hours:

Peter Allen, Joseph Belton, Doug Benson, Tabor Cathcart, Connor 

Childress, Miriam Dixon, Tristan Fuierer, Larry Gwaltney, Wilson Loftis, 

Karin McGinnis, Peter McGrath, Ann McMillin, Todd Muldrew, Leslie 

Pedernales, Jared Poplin, Ted Rast, Colin Stockton, Stacey Vandiford, 

Mindy Vervais, Reich Welborn, Ann West, Bill Whichard
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Charitable Giving
In addition to volunteering time in the form of pro bono work and public service, Moore & Van Allen professionals 
contribute financially as well.  We are extremely proud of all of the individuals who contributed and solicited support for 
so many organizations.

Here are just some of the organizations that received support in 2011:

American Cancer Society 

American Diabetes Association

American Heart Association 

Association for Corporate Growth

Association of Corporate Counsel America

Bright Blessings 

Bobcats Youth Foundation

Boy Scouts

Carolina Recycling Association

Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation

Champions For Education, Inc.

Charlotte Arts Fest

Charlotte Center City Partners

Charlotte Women’s Bar 

Citizen Schools

Community Building Initiative

Council for Children’s Rights

Fight Night for Kids Foundation

Foundation for the Carolinas

Girl Scouts Hornets’ Nest

Habitat Charlotte

Hands on Charlotte

Harvey B. Gantt Center for African American Arts+Culture 

International House 

John S. Leary Black Lawyers Association 

Junior Achievement

Justice Initiatives

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation

Leadership Council on Legal Diversity 

Levine Cardiac Kids

Levine Museum of the New South

Lowe’s Charitable & Education Foundation

Make a Wish Foundation 

Mecklenburg County Bar

NC Dance Theatre

North Carolina Dance Theatre

Orix Foundation

Pro Bono Institute

Second Harvest Food Bank

The Possibility Project

Thompson Child & Family Focus 

Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund

United Family Services

United Way

Urban Land Institute 

Urban Ministries Center

World Affairs Council of Charlotte 

YMCA of Greater Charlotte 
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Moore & Van Allen recognizes the value of exposing students 
to the legal profession at an early age. As a result, the firm 
continues to partner with Citizen Schools—a national not-
for-profit that partners with middle schools to expand the 
learning day for children in low-income communities across 
the country and encourages community involvement via 
apprenticeship programs for middle school students taught 
by members of the community.  Through Citizen Schools, 
students develop the academic and leadership skills they need 
to excel in school, get into college and become leaders in their 
careers and in their communities. 

In February 2012, Citizen Schools hosted Six Degrees of 
Separation – a networking event that invited forty 8th grade 
students to put the “Six Degrees of Separation” theory 
to the test as they connected with Charlotte community 
professionals representing their preferred career field. The 
event highlighted the students’ ability to build and leverage 
their own network in order to achieve their college and career 
goals as they transition to high school. Moore & Van Allen 
hosted a VIP reception prior to the event to welcome and thank 
participating community leaders. 

“The Citizen Schools mock trial apprenticeship program is 
a great way to get middle school students thinking about 

MVA and Citizen Schools Test the Degrees of Separation
the law, the variety of careers associated with the legal 
profession and what it takes to succeed academically,” says 
John Gilson of Moore & Van Allen.

Since 2009, Moore & Van Allen attorneys have been teaching 
a 10-week long apprentice program through Citizen Schools. 
The mock trial program, which is led by Charlotte attorneys 
John Gilson, Stacey Vandiford and Connor Childress, 
allows students to spend three months working with MVA’s 
lawyers developing critical thinking skills, practicing public 
speaking, expanding their knowledge of the law and building 
meaningful relationships with the attorneys. The culmination 
of the program is a mock jury trial at the Mecklenburg 
County Courthouse with a District Court Judge presiding and 
a jury of actual members of the community.

After spending ten weeks with Citizen Teacher volunteers, 
middle school students participate in a WOW! event 
which showcases what they’ve learned to families and 
community members. At the WOW! presentation students 
summarize their achievements and celebrate their 
accomplishments leaving them with an outstanding feeling 
of accomplishment. 



Advising Low Income Pro Se Litigants
In 2011, Moore & Van Allen continued its partnership with the Judicial Pro Se Project’s Self Serve Center in 
Mecklenburg County.  Through this project, led by Charlotte Associate Kimberly Zirkle, MVA attorneys provide legal 
help to members of the local low income community who are forced to represent themselves in divorce and custody 
matters because they cannot afford to hire an attorney. In addition to committing 
one morning a month to serving as the Center’s Attorney for the Day, lawyers from 
Moore & Van Allen have also assisted by supervising divorce and custody information 
clinics at the Charlotte School of Law. Due to the economic downturn, the Center 
has seen a significant increase in the number of citizens attempting to represent 
themselves in their domestic matters. In addition to volunteering at the clinic, several 
members of the MVA team have used this experience as a springboard for taking 
on pro bono custody and divorce cases for members of Charlotte’s low income 
community. In 2011 attorneys from the Charlotte MVA office litigated several of these 
cases and achieved successful outcomes for some very deserving clients.

Y O U R  G O O D  W O R K  
                          M AT T E R S .

Moore & Van Allen’s Landlord Tenant partnership with Legal 
Aid of North Carolina (LANC) has continued to be a great 
success. This project, led by Charlotte member, John Fagg, 
provides legal representation each year to more than 30 
Charlotte families in housing crisis. 

Between 2009 and 2011, the average number of new 
housing case files opened by LANC increased from 40 
cases per month to 60 cases per month. The MVA landlord-
tenant project has helped absorb this growing caseload.  In 
2011, Moore & Van Allen donated 382 hours of pro bono 
service to help tenants in the Charlotte community avoid 
homelessness and secure safe and habitable homes.

The model of staffing prospective client intake sessions 
at LANC with MVA attorneys allows the firm to screen 
for cases that fit the preferred case profile; thus, the 
partnership is able to accept more complex cases and 
cases on track for trial, providing valuable trial experience 
for our associates. Furthermore, through the good work 
of MVA attorneys many families who were facing eviction 
(often with no place to go) have retained their housing.  
Families who were suffering from unsafe, unhealthy, and 
frequently deplorable conditions receive not only required 
repairs, but financial compensation from their landlords. 

Maintaining Safe and  
Stable Homes

Building Relationships through 
the LSSP Wills Project
Providing pro bono legal service is more than donated time 
- it is an opportunity to serve as a personal advisor.  Through 
Moore & Van Allen’s Pro Bono Wills Project our attorneys 
continue to forge meaningful relationships with clients 
searching for a bit of guidance.

Founded in early 2010, the Wills Project is a partnership 
with Legal Aid of Southern Piedmont (LSSP) that assists 
elderly residents of Mecklenburg County with estate 
planning services. The program, which is led by Charlotte 
Financial Services member Rob Kenny, empowers residents 
of Mecklenburg County who over 60 years in age to 
make their own plans and decisions governing end of life 
issues, to enable them to retain their property and assets 
unencumbered by debt; protect them from predatory lenders 
and other financing abuses; and assist them in obtaining 
government sponsored benefits.  

Legal problems facing the elderly population are often more 
critical than those problems facing any other segment of 
our population.  The elderly in poverty are less likely to seek 
the assistance of an attorney.  Often, it is either because 
they do not have cash resources to pay for services or they 
do not realize that they have a “legal problem”.  The Wills 
Project provides clients with access to the system of justice 
by offering advocacy, advice and quality representation in 
securing their estate.  

MVA has endeavored to accept a minimum three new pro 
bono cases per month.  Last year the Wills Project offered 
support to over 30 clients.  As a result, over 100 pro bono 
hours were donated to the program.  Moore & Van Allen 
continues to value the relationships established through each 
Wills case and through our partnership with LSSP. 



MVA Launches 2012 Legal Food Fight;  
Gets Messy
In April 2012, Moore & Van Allen challenged all Mecklenburg County 
attorneys to participate in the 2012 Legal Food Fight – a friendly competition 
between individual Charlotte attorneys that raised a total of $3,705 and 
more than 400 non-perishable food items in support of the Second Harvest 
Food Bank of Metrolina (SHFBM). This battle of barristers ran in conjunction 
with the Mecklenburg County Bar’s Centennial Month of Service. 

While the goal of the 2012 Legal Food Fight focused on the local community 
the hope was to take the fight state-wide in 2013. Charlotte Immigration 
member Sarah Buffett led the launch of this year’s project. 

“This year Moore & Van Allen laid the ground work for a tremendous 
project that eradicates hunger in our own back yard,” said Buffett. “But all 
along we knew that to make a significant impact the project would have to 
be sustained through a state-wide endeavor. That’s why we were thrilled 
to hear that the North Carolina Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division is 
adopting the Legal Food Fight as their signature project in 2012-2013.”

MVA is proud to have served as the founding organization of the Food Fight 
and will continue to support the project as it transitions into a larger North 
Carolina effort. In fact, Moore & Van Allen Litigation attorney Cabell Clay 
will co-chair the 2013 Food Fight Committee and assist in the state-wide 
effort.  

Molly Foy with U.S. Trust, Bank of America Private 
Wealth Management clenched the title of 2012 
Food Fight Champion. Her monetary donations 
equated to 4,420 food items. Not only did Foy’s 
accomplishment earn her legal bragging rights, 
she was also awarded the official Food Fight 
Champion Belt. 

Erin Taylor with the Federal Defenders of Western North Carolina,  
Inc. landed as first runner up, while MVA’s own Bankruptcy Member  
Ben Hawfield came in as second runner up (with a little help from Moore 
& Van Allen’s Bankruptcy team)! All donations made by Moore & Van Allen 
attorneys were earmarked for the Devonshire Backpack Program which 
provides needy children with nutritious, child-friendly food when other 
resources, such as school lunches and after-school meals or snacks, are not 
available at home. 

The Second Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina is a long-standing community 
partner of the firm.  Through education, advocacy, and partnerships the 
SHFBM strives to eliminate hunger by the solicitation and distribution 
of food to over 650 agencies serving at-need populations. Nearly 16% of 
SHFBM’s service area population lives in poverty, including almost 185,000 
children and seniors.

Walking the Walk
At Moore & Van Allen we recognize the 
value in giving back to our community 
and so do our employees. At MVA we 
offer staff members up to fifteen hours 
of paid volunteer time each year to 
support their respective community 
investments.  We celebrate and thank 
our MVA team members who continue 
to make positive investments in our 
community! 

Y O U R  G O O D  W O R K
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Melody Adams

Valencia Banks

SeQuilla Barringer

Renee Beck

Carolyn Bellof

Dee Benge

Lyvonda Bess

Kathryn Bonapart

Kelvin Bonner

Mariann Boyer

Marisol Cabrera

Denise Calloway

Jacqueline Carryl

Sara Chapman

Mary Clark

Melanie Creech

Kathleen Cullen

Phyllis Davis

Lee Decker

Mary Elizabeth 
Duncan

April Dunnican

Vanessa Gantt

Sally Hentz

Christina Horner

Patricia Hutchins

Brenda Jordan

Joann Joslyn

Apryle Kohut

Patty LaQuay

Jon Littlepage

Edna Marte

Steven Perkins

Pauline Phillips

Samuel Price

Kristin Robinett

Tricia Roller

Daniel Russell

Jeremy Shaffer

Judy Smith-Ballard

Marie Spears

Kimberly Thomas

Vickie Vead

Cheryl Walters

Susan Walters

Stephanie Ward

Amber West
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